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DE. THOMAS WYNNE'S ACCOUNT OP HIS EAELY 

LIFE. 

CONTRIBUTED BY WILLIAM MACLEAN, JR. 

The contributor has recently obtained from a London 
book-store a pamphlet entitled as follows : " An Antichristian 
Conspiracy Detected, and Satans Champion Defeated. 
Being a Eeply to an Envious & Scurrilous Libel, without 
any Name to it, Called "Work for a Cooper. Being also a 
Vindication of my Book, entituled, The Antiquity of the Qua- 
kers; From the Base Insinuations, False Doctrine and 
False Charge therein contain'd against me, my Book, and 
against Cod's People called Quakers in general. By me 
Thomas "Wynne. Printed in the year 1679" Dr. "Wynne 
quotes various portions from the work of the " Libeller" 
and then appends his reply. The concluding chapter is of 
especial interest, as it contains many personal references, and 
is given below in full. 

Of his Beflection on me, calling me COOPER, &e. 

In this he spits his Malice at me as much as in any ; and indeed 

his Book savours of little else ; and in this he thought to Character to 

Disgrace, by Reflecting upon my small Original ; but I am quite of 

another mind ; for if this would be so to me, it would certainly be of 

much more to very many that I could name, were it not lest any should 

think I did reflect on them, who are now Persons of known Repute 

and Honour in the World, who had smaller Beginnings than myself: 

I could bring the Libeller under this Odium also, if he thinks it be 

any, if he be the Man he is said to be ; but Revenge is none of my Way, 

therefore will at present reply to him of this Matter. 

He' s fitter to Plant Tobacco, or at best to mind his Ax 

1 e ™' and Saw, the Joynter and the Adz, alias, Nedde, the Criste 
pag. 20. is i > > 

and the Head-Knife, &c. 
Rep. Its known to many now living, in this my Native Country 
wherein I live, (and it being also near the place where I was Bom) that 
my genious from a Child did lead me to Surgery, insomuch that before I 
was Ten Years old, I several times over-ran my School and Home when 
I heard of any ones being wounded or hurt, & used all my endeavours, 
then to see Fractures and Dislocations reduc'd, and Wounds dressed, 
and have been so long missing, that my Parents thought they had 
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lost me, for which I underwent severe Correction, and the troublesome 
Times being then, my Parents sustained great Plunder, and my Father 
dyed before I was Eleaven Years old, and my Mother not being then able 
to produce so great a Sum of Money as to set me to Chyrurgery, I be- 
took my self to this honest & necessary Calling he upbraids me with, 
with several other things that in those dayes pleased my mind ; yet 
during all this time, I lost no opportunity to inform my self in the Prac- 
tice of Chyrurgery, and continued thus until I became acquainted with 
an honest Friend, and good Artist in Chyrurgery, whose Name was 
Richard Moore of Salop, who seeing my forwardness to Chyrurgery, did 
further me in it, and brought me to Desections in Salop ; the Anoto- 
mists being men of known worth in that Practice, whose Names are Dr. 
Needham and Dr. Hollins, who at this day are doubtless of deserved 
Eepute in their Professions (in England) and I being then expert in 
Drils, and Handy in Knife and Lancet, & other Instruments for that 
purpose, I set on making a Skellton of a mans Bones, which I only 
with the assistance of Richard Moore performed to their content, at 
which time they thought me fit to be Licensed the practice of Chyrur- 
gery, and this is near 20. Years ago, and soon after I being taken 
Prisoner to Denbigh, where I remained a Prisoner near six Years for the 
Testimony of Jesus, I then betook my self wholly to the Practice of 
Chyrurgery, and God was with me in my undertakings, to him be the 
Glory forever ; and why then did not my envious Adversary to the 
abovesaid Instruments, have added the Plaister Box and Salvatory, the 
Trafine and the Head-Saw, the Amputation Saw, and the Catling, the 
Cautery Sirring and Catheter, with many more which with Gods assist- 
ance I have used with good success, for the space of near 20. years last past 
(which was near thrice as long as I used those he speaks of to the great 
comfort of many who had some of them, their Limbs gangrened others 
Fractured, others Dislocated, others desperately Wounded by Gun shots, 
others pierced thorow with Rapiers, others with Ulcers and Fistula's, 
and Cancers, which I exterpated, & by Gods assistance Cured, yea, many 
Scores are living Monuments of Gods Mercy to this day, who were 
Spectacles of -great misery in these respects; And as touching his Re- 
flection and Detraction, enviously seeking to lessen my reputation in my 
present Calling of Chyrurgery, is no more to me then the barking of a 
Dog ; and though Dogs yelp at the Moon, yet they cannot hinder her 
Light. 

I beleve he is Ignorant in his very Trade of quack Chyrur- 
gery, and cannot so much as Enlighten his credulous and Libeller, 
very adventerous Patients with the meaning of the Hipo & Pa §- w - 
Epigastoea, the Medulla, Spinolis, and Piloras, &c. 

Bep. Its possible that for all his malign Detraction, that to any whom 
it may concern I shall be able to give them such satisfaction, as becomes 
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a Practitioner in Chyrurgery to do, having for at least 20. Years of great 
Industry informed my self in Anatomy, especially that part of it that 
belongs to a Chyrurgeon (viz.) of knowing the Structure and Scituation 
of mans Body, and not only so, but have with painful endeavours in- 
form'd my self of the best Authors with the Nature of the Humours, 
Spirits and Ferments, and of their Co-opperation in the Bodies of men, 
neither have I rested here, but have acquainted my self with both 
antient and modern Institutions, and the Aphorisms (& Observations) 
of worthy men ; but what my attainments are in these particulars, I 
think not fit to be mentioned here, nor was it ever in my Heart to have 
said thus much, had it not been a force put upon me ; however this I 
hope I alwayes shall be ready, while God enables me (as I have been 
hitherto) when called upon to serve my Country, according to my 
ability, not only in saying, but doing also, and there is no mark of dis- 
grace which my Adversary would Characterize me by, to disgrace me 
with but I would as freely serve my Country now therein as ever, were 
I not able to serve them in a better capacity. I could, if it were need- 
ful, bring many Testimonies of famous men in the practise of Chyrur- 
gery, who were first bred up Mechanicks, as Pereas, Fettix, Wbrteus, 
Carrarnus, Fellopius, Spigellius, Hilldanus and Aquepandente ; nay, Leon- 
ard Phycrebeate, a very famous Man, sayes, Its necessary for Youth to be 
sobred up, his Reason is, it will make them more handy and dexterous in 
the manuel Opperations of Chyrurgery. 

Libeller, in pag. 27, calls me Lay-Preacher, and bids me call my self 
a Lyar and Fool, for when, said he, did any true Minister of the Church 
of England make any fawning Addresses to Richard Cromwell, or bemone 
the Death of Oliver. 

Rep. What I said there concerning the Priests is certainly true ; for 
I said some of the Priests bemoned the Death of Oliver, and in their 
Addresses to Richard, compared Oliver to Moses, and Richard to Joshuah, 
&c. it therefore had become him to read the Priests Addresses, before he 
had charged me with Lyar and Fool, and did it not at this time look 
too like Revenge, which is none of my way. I have a Sheet in readi- 
ness that I could have produced to my defence, which if a force be put 
upon me may come forth, which will shew them in their Colours, and 
further clear the point ; and for my part I heartily wish we may hear 
no more of this, except we hear it and see it in the Penetential Con- 
fession of the Offenders. 

And although I be a Lay-man, as he calls me, yet I have a Testimony 
to bear for God in this day and time ; and since he would exclude such, 
what makes him believe the antient Quakers, who were Lay-men, Exod. 
8. 1. Moses was a Keeper of Sheep ; and was it not this Lay-man and 
Quaker that gave record how God created Man in the Beginning, and 
the World, and all therein ? and did not this Lay-man give Testimony 
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of the Flood destroying the old World, and of Noah's being saved in 
the Ark, with much more of the Wort of God for the Deliverance of 
his People, both Patriarchs and Prophets, &c. as may at large be read 
in his books ? And was not David a Keeper of Sheep, 2 Sam. 7. 8. I 
took thee from the Sheep-coats, 1 Sam. @4- #• Saul came to the Sheep- 
coats after David, 1 Kings 19. 19. Elisha was a Plow-man. Amos 3. Jf. 
Amos was a Herds-man. Mat. 4- 18. Simon Peter, and Andrew his 
Brother, were Fishers. John 2. 1. Simon Peter said, I go a Fishing ; 
they that were with him, said, We go with thee. John 21. 3. He ex- 
pressed himself after the same manner. 

Now you may see how these Preachers, after they had been preaching 
to the Nations, Mat. 10, they fell to their Nets again ; and I hope the 
Libeller dare not say, but that they were rightly ordained to their Minis- 
try ; yet we see that their way of Livelihood was their Fishing-trade, 
and not to usurp Authority over the people ; nor were they Incombants 
to any Places nor inducted to any Benefice with Right to Tythes of One 
hundred, or Two Hundred, or Three Hundred a Year, more or less. 
Now if Peter or John should have come in their Fishers Coats to preach 
the Gospel in our days, would not the Libeller abuse them, think ye, 
and bid them mind their Nets and their Fishing-trade, and call them Lay- 
Preachers, and scoff at their Fisher's Coats, especially knowing them to 
be illiterate men ? & did not the great Schollars, (who had the Hebrew, 
QreeTc and Latin in those days) in Derision call Christ a Carpenter' s Son, 
and Blasphemer, and Devil t thus their Tongues and Languages deceived 
them ; for they knew him not with all these Tongues, Acts 18. S. Were 
not Paul, and Pricilla and Aquilla Tent-makers ? and were not these 
true Preachers? sure they were. So all people that are spiritually 
awakened may see, how that God in the time of the Prophets and 
Apostles made choice of Lay-men (as my Adversary his stile is) to be 
his Ministers : but it may be the Libeller thinks that now the Case is 
alter' d, and that God hath changed his mind from Lay-men to Schollars 
only ; if not, why are Lay-men excluded now adays ? is not this to limit 
the Holy One of Lsrael t who will not be limitted, but is now risen in 
his Power in a poor and despised Remnant, to whom he hath made 
known a heavenly Principle, which is the Spirit and Light of Christ 
Jesus, God's Anointed, the Second Adam, who is made a Quickening 
Spirit (as saith the Apostle) in man ; and this was it I bore Testimony 
to in my Book, and its not/e lo defe to deny all outward Teaching, (in 
the days of the Gospel) that springs not from Christ Jesus, the Anointed 
of God, who is enjoyed within by the true Christians in this Age, as 
was by such in former Ages. Glory to the Lord God for the same. 
Christ saith, God is a Spirit, and they who Worship Mm, they must wor- 
• him in the Spirit and in the Truth. 

And this spirit is the true Teacher, which we have believed in, & this 
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is he whom God hath anointed to preach good Tidings to the Poor, even 
Christ Jesus in his Children ; this is he whom God has sent to bind up 
the broken-hearted, and to proclaim Liberty to the Captives, and the 
opening of the Prison to those that are bound, and to proclaim the 
Acceptable Year of the Lord, and the Day of the Vengeance of our 
God to all that oppose the Appearance of his Son ; yea, and to comfort 
all that truly mourn for Sin ; yea, and to appoint to all that mourn in 
Sion, to give to them Beauty for Ashes, and the Oyl of Joy for mourn- 
ing, and the Garment of Praise for the Spirit of Heaviness, that they 
may be called Trees of Eighteousness, the planting of the Lord. 

This chapter is followed by a conclusion in Welsh and an 
epistle to the Quakers, the latter of which is signed " Thomas 
"Wynne" " Oaerwis the 1st day of 11th moneth, 1678." 
There is in addition to this a postscript. 



